Effect of some pesticides on micro-organisms in the rhizosphere of maize, common bean, or cotton.
Pot experiments were run to investigate the influence of temik (insecticide and nematocide) and of orthocide (fungicide) on the soil micro-organisms with maize, common bean, and cotton. The counts showed that in some cases there was no influence on the micro-organisms compared with the control, in some cases their numbers increased. On the other hand, depressive effects were recorded for varying periods. This supports the evidence that the pesticides are attacked by several types and groups of rhizospheric microflora; in some cases the by-products may be more toxic than the original toxicants. Generally, however, the recorded effects differed according to the chemical composition of the pesticides, the type and growth phase of each individual plant, and the micro-organisms concerned.